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Directors Present 
Marko Mlikotin, Chair 
Amparo Pérez-Cook, Vice Chair 
Director Gil Albiani 
Director Steve Beneto 
Director Corny Gallagher 
Director Rex Hime 
Director Bert Johnson, M.D. 
Director Kathy Nakase by Teleconference 
 
Directors Absent 
Director Brenda Washington Davis 
Director Marilyn Hendrickson 
 
Ex Officio Members Absent 
Assembly Member Dave Jones 
Senator Darrell Steinberg 
 
Staff Present 
Norbert J. Bartosik, General Manager/CEO (GM) 
Brian A. May, Deputy General Manager (DGM) 
David Elliott, Assistant General Manager, Racing (AGM) 
Erica Manuel, Assistant General Manager, Marketing & Public Relations (AGM) 
Steve Launey, Assistant General Manager, Planning & Facilities (AGM) 
Amy Casias, Accounting & Finance Manager 
Paul Gillingham, Entertainment Coordinator 
Marcia Shell, Admissions & Parking Manager 
Louise Shroder, Exposition Event Manager 
Robert Craft, Chief of Police 
Jan Risso, Contracts Manager 
Linda Contreras, Recording Secretary 
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Others Present* 
Dick Feinberg, Sacramento Harness Association 
Ivan Axelrod, Sacramento Harness Association 
Rod Blonien, Sacramento Harness Association 
Dave Haness, California Harness Horsemen Association 
Gretchen Johnson, California Cattlemen 
Norm Towne, Legislative Advocate 
Kirk Breed 
 
*May not include all others present in the room or arriving late.
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Mlikotin at 10:50 a.m. 
 
Chair Mlikotin read the Mission Statement, Policy Statement and Public 
Comments Statement. 

 
 
2. ROLL CALL AND DIRECTORS ABSENT 
 

Roll call was taken by GM Bartosik. 
 
Director Nakase participated by teleconference. 
 
Directors Washington Davis and Hendrickson were not present and had 
requested to be excused. 

 
 
3. INTRODUCTION OF STAFF AND GUESTS 
 

Introduction of Staff and Guests were made around the room. 
 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Review for Board Approval Horse Racing Committee’s Recommendation of 
the Request from Sacramento Harness Association for a Rent Reduction to 
Address Concerns of the California Horse Racing Board Regarding 
Sacramento Harness Association’s License Application 

 
Director Beneto reported that the Racing Committee voted 2 – 2 for a $30,000 
rent reduction.  So therefore this motion did not carry. 
 
DGM May was asked to read the motion acted on by the Committee into the 
record. 

Motion: 
It was moved by Director Albiani and seconded by Director Hime to grant a 
monthly rent reduction of $30,000 effective January 1, 2008.  Additionally, that 
Sacramento Harness Association provide a monthly Profit/Loss Statement for the 
Board’s review.  No salaries shall be increased during the remaining term of the 
agreement and no unscheduled principal reduction or prepayment of interest 
shall occur during the term of the agreement.  Any Letter of Credit being provided 
to the California Horse Racing Board shall include Cal Expo as a payee. 
 
DGM May also reported that the Committee directed Staff to determine if there 
are other interested parties in operating a harness racing meet at Cal Expo. 
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Director Albiani moved the same motion as read, seconded by Director Hime.  
Discussion followed. 
 
Director Hime summarized the information discussed at the Committee meeting 
and urged the Board’s support. 
 
Director Beneto believes that it’s inappropriate to reduce the rent after an 
agreement was entered into with Sacramento Harness Association. 
 
Director Johnson doesn’t believe that Cal Expo should tell Sacramento Harness 
Association how to run their business. 
 
Sacramento Harness Association General Manager, Dick Feinberg doesn’t see 
the California Horse Racing Board granting Sacramento Harness Association a 
license without a rent reduction. 
 
Since the Horse Racing Committee meeting, General Manager Dick Feinberg 
learned from the California Horse Racing Board that it will not allow Cal Expo to 
be named as a payee.  Rod Blonien, representing Sacramento Harness 
Association, reported on his telephone conversation with California Horse Racing 
Board Chairman Shapiro.  Mr. Shapiro does not believe Cal Expo should be 
listed as a payee. 
 
Director Hime asked who has the Letter of Credit.  Mr. Blonien reported that the 
California Horse Racing Board has the letter. 
  
Sacramento Harness Association Board President, Ivan Axelrod reported that the 
California Horse Racing Board has no criteria to determine if a racing operator is 
financially viable when considering a license application.  California Horse 
Racing Board Chairman Shapiro stated at its December 28, 2007 meeting that 
he thought Sacramento Harness Association was paying too much rent. 
 
Director Nakase asked what the financial liability is facing the California Horse 
Racing Board if they do not issue a license to Sacramento Harness Association. 
 
Chair Mlikotin expressed a desire to see what the California Horse Racing Board 
believes is the source of the financial problems and how the California Horse 
Racing Board determined the rent reduction should be $30,000.  GM Bartosik 
said he spoke with Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Shapiro said that Sacramento Harness 
Association is under capitalized. 
 
Director Hime expressed his concern that the California Horse Racing Board put 
the Cal Expo Board in the position of having to act on a rent reduction. 
 

Director Hime left at 11:40 a.m. 
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Chair Mlikotin reiterated the need for the California Horse Racing Board to 
establish a standard before Cal Expo acts on this request. 
 
Sacramento Harness Association General Manager, Dick Feinberg expressed a 
concern about how the horsemen would react to this. 
 
GM Bartosik cautioned the Board about delaying today’s decision with the 
uncertainty of how the California Horse Racing Board and the industry would 
react. 
 
Chair Mlikotin asked the Board to consider a motion that would put the rent 
reduction in place once the California Horse Racing Board provided a financial 
analysis of Sacramento Harness Association’s operations and that the California 
Horse Racing Board agrees to adopt a standard for evaluating racing entities 
financial viability. 
 
Sacramento Harness Association Board President, Ivan Axelrod, suggested that 
the Board approve the rent reduction and ask the California Horse Racing Board 
to develop the license criteria before the start of the next license period. 
 
Director Albiani supports the earlier motion without the Letter of Credit 
requirement.  The next 6 months gives Cal Expo time to evaluate its options and 
learn what the California Horse Racing Board standards are for licensing. 

 
Mr. Haness urged the Board to support the rent reduction to keep the horse 
population secure. 
 
DGM May reread the motion.  Director Albiani withdrew his original motion. 
 

Motion: 
It was moved by Director Albiani and seconded by Vice Chair Pérez-Cook to 
grant a monthly rent reduction of $30,000 effective January 1, 2008.  Additionally, 
that Sacramento Harness Association provide a monthly Profit/Loss Statement 
for the Board’s review.  No salaries shall be increased during the remaining term 
of the agreement and no unscheduled principal reduction or prepayment of 
interest shall occur during the term of the agreement. 
 
The Board directed GM Bartosik to write the California Horse Racing Board 
taking issue with the position the Cal Expo Board was placed in and request that 
the California Horse Racing Board provide a written response and analysis 
informing Cal Expo as how it arrived at the conclusion that Sacramento Harness 
Association was financially unviable.  Also, the letter should request that the 
California Horse Racing Board provide Cal Expo with the standards by which 
future license applicants will be evaluated.  In favor:  Directors Albiani, Pérez-
Cook, Mlikotin, Nakase, Johnson and Gallagher.  Oppose:  Director Beneto.  
Motion carried. 
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Additionally, staff is directed to evaluate other alternatives for operating a 
harness race meet including the meet be operated by Cal Expo. 

Motion: 
It was moved by Director Johnson and seconded by Director Albiani that staff 
develop a contingency plan to take over the meet.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Sacramento Harness Association Board President, Ivan Axelrod, thanked the 
Board for their decision. 

 
 
5. MATTERS OF INFORMATION 
 

a. If any 
b. Next Board Meeting – Friday, January 25, 2008 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion: 

It was moved by Director Albiani and seconded by Vice Chair Pérez-Cook to 
adjourn the Board meeting.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 






















